
I’m not a big fan of New Year’s resolutions. It 
seems that the best time to make resolutions are 
when it becomes apparent that a change needs to 
take place, be it on Groundhog Day or any given 
blue moon. My most recent resolution has been to 
go hands free and ditch the cane that has been my 
companion for some time. Being without health 
insurance, I scouted around and found that Voca-
tional Rehabilitation is willing to pay for my orthot-
ics, as long as I jump through some federally de-
signed hoops. (At this point I’d jump through the 
hoops at Sea World if it means that I get the new 
hardware.) One of the hoops was a full neuro-psych 
work-up in Baker City. The day I went was one 
where anything east of Cabbage Hill was like a  
scene from the movie The Thing; the roads being 
more conducive to sled dog racing than driving, It 
was several hours of, “I’m Alaskan, this is no big 
deal. I’m Alaskan, this is….Ahhh!” I was lucky to 
make it with my car intact in time for my appoint-
ment with a state psychologist, and thus began a five 
hour testing process. It was composed of seven 
separate tests for either intelligence or psychologi-
cal/personality profile. The psych profile was part 
interview, part inkblot, and part 850 questions 
whose total answers could be summed up as: I’m 
not an addict, people are generally good, aliens are 
not trying to control my mind, and my older sister 
was a twit. Then came the IQ portion. Like most 
Mensans I’m relatively confident in my thinking abil-
ity, however we all have our Idiot Point and the full 
spectrum IQ tests have the primary goal of getting 
you to it. Sort of like a post in the middle of the 
hallway that you whack into when you’re not look-
ing. One of the test tasks required that I listed how 

Foodies                                         
Our chapter has the monthly dinner get together and I’m happy to say that we’ve had an increased 
trickle of new faces attending. The meetings are mostly visiting time, with bits of official business 
thrown it as needed. The restaurants we go to are chosen by members and change as restaurants 
fall out of favor, or something new that sounds interesting slides in. Coming up will be the Old 
Country Buffet in Kennewick (not my favorite, but everyone else seems to really enjoy it and Tim 
promised me a Happy Meal before we go), followed by Casa Mia, which is also in Kennewick. I had 
high hopes for the Avalanche Restaurant in Richland, which is one that we accidentally ended up 
at after our planned restaurant had a really loud live musician scheduled that night. Avalanche 
was just a few doors down and something of a happy surprise, but they have gone under. A new 
addition is Cousins Restaurant in Pasco. Please share your favorites and then show up and tell us 
what’s good on the menu. Hope to see you soon. ~Nancy 

A Question of Intelligence  
two given things were alike; for example, he said 
“lion” and “zebra” and so I automatically said 
“quadruped.” I was informed that there was such a 
thing as trying too hard, and could I please pick a 
different word. Considering I had just seen a freeze 
frame of a forensics ballistics study in the Ror-
schach, when I should have seen a phallus, he 
should have realized that I might come up with 
answers off the beaten path. The rest of the tests 
continued in this way and by the end of the five 
hours I was looking forward to the long drive back, 
feeling that it was a more pleasant alternative to the 
testing process. I now get to wait for the results 
and hope that I don’t have to surrender my Mensa 
card when I do. 

Some Mensans already know their official IQ score, 
and some (myself included) took the test during a 
time period when Mensa just told you whether or 
not you qualified, but not by how much. The pendu-
lum has now swung the other way and has done so 
in a retroactive fashion. In this edition of the Chi-
nook there is information on how to receive your 
test scores from Mensa and answers to the most 
likely questions you might have about that process. 

In addition to IQ information, in this edition there 
are also various bits from our contributors. I am 
always hoping to get in some fresh ideas, so  
consider this my month’s panhandling episode for 
new material. Dust off old college papers and sub-
mit them or just make a list of 
your favorite bad jokes. I’m not 
picky in the name of variety. I 
hope you enjoy this month’s at-
tempt at it.  

Nancy R McClenahen 

J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y  C H I N O O K  N EW S L E T T E R  
 

C O L U M B I A  R I V E R  M E N S A  H T T P : / / WWW. C R M . U S . M E N S A . O R G  

Upcoming 
Events: 
 
Dinner– Every 4th Sat‐

urday of the month @ 

6:00 

 
January 2011: Old 
Country Buffet, 873 N 
Columbia Center Blvd, 
Kennewick 

February 2011: Casa 
Mia, 2541 W 
Kennewick Ave, 
Kennewick 

March 2011: Cousins 
Restaurant, 405 North 
Road 68, Pasco 

Movie Night– Every  
3rd Saturday of the 
month @ 6:00 

Contact Tim Dees at 
m@ mdees.com 

 

Brunch‐  Every 1st Sat‐
urday of the month in 
Ellensburg @ 11 a.m. 

Palace Cafe , 323 N 
Main 
Street,  
Ellensburg 
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Background   
• Prior to March 31, 2001, American Mensa provided IQ, percentile and con-

verted scores to all candidates who took both the Mensa Admission Test 
and the Culture Fair batteries.  

• In 2001, then-Supervisory Psychologist Dr. Abbie Salny reported on recent changes in state 
laws regarding psychologists and psychological testing. At Dr. Salny’s direction and with 
counsel input, American Mensa stopped providing IQ and percentile with supervised test  
results.  

• From April 1, 2001 to present, American Mensa has provided only “qualifying” and “non-
qualifying” results to test-takers.  

• Supervisory Psychologist Dr. Frank Lawlis has recently reviewed the current climate of psy-
chological testing with regard to our testing program and the issues involving HIPAA (the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, which addresses the security and priva-
cy of health data).  

• At the November 2010 AMC meeting, Dr. Lawlis advised that we begin providing raw score 
information with instructions on how test-takers can self-interpret their scores, similar to 
what is currently done with the Mensa Home Test.  

• Beginning on Jan. 1, 2011, American Mensa will release the raw score on test result letters 
with instructions to visit the American Mensa Web site at www.us.mensa.org/testevaluation 
to learn about converting the score to an approximate IQ score. The IQ and percentile will 
not be provided on the letter, and, per Dr. Lawlis’ instructions, staff, Proctors and other 
member volunteers must not interpret the scores for candidates.  

 
FAQs 
Q: Can current members who tested between  April 1, 2001, and Dec. 31, 2010, get their test 
scores?  
A: Yes. Current members who tested during this time period can receive their scores at no charge 
by contacting membership@ americanmensa.org or by calling 888/294-8035 ext. 199.  
 
Q: Can former members who tested between April 1, 2001, and Dec. 31, 2010, get their test 
scores?  
A: Yes. For a $15 fee, former members can obtain their scores by contacting membership@ ameri-
canmensa.org or by calling 888/294-8035 ext. 199.  
 
Q: Can members who tested prior to April 1, 2001, receive their scores?  
A: Yes. For a $15 fee, current members who tested prior to that date can obtain their scores if 
available.  
 
Q: Can Proctors and other member volunteers interpret the raw score for a test-taker?  
A: No. Dr. Lawlis has indicated that they must not evaluate the test scores for people who take 
the test as that would cross over into the area of a psychological evaluation.  
 
Q: Must test-takers go online to evaluate their scores?  
A: No. They will provide a PDF brochure regarding the evaluation process for those who request 
the information and do not want to or cannot go online.  
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Entrance Score Releases  

Local Officers 



 

 
P A G E  3  

 
Q: Will the National Office interpret the raw scores for someone who calls in?  
A: No. Dr. Lawlis has indicated that they must not interpret the raw score for a test-taker as 
that would cross over into the area of a psychological evaluation. Encourage the individuals 
to go online and interpret the score themselves.  
 
Q: Will the National Office give out test scores over the phone or via email?  
A: The National Office cannot give out test scores over the phone. With a written request 
that includes name, email address and signature, our Admissions Department can provide a 
fax or email with the score information.  
 
Q:What do proctors do if the individual is asking questions regarding our testing program 
that they don’t know the answers to?  
A:Refer the individual to the Admissions Manager at the National Office for follow-up.  
 
Q: How does this affect the joining process?  
A: It doesn’t. The rest of the testing program and the process for Offers of Membership to 
join remains the same. We’re simply giving out an additional piece of information with the 
test results letters.  
 
Q: Will the National Office provide scores from prior evidence?  
A: Prior evidence score requests are $15 and should be directed to the National Office for re-
view and fulfillment.  
 
Q: What about people who’ve only taken the test? Can they get their test scores?  
A: Those who tested before Dec. 31, 2010, can request their scores for a fee of $15*.  
 
Q: Those who test after Jan. 1, 2011, will receive their scores at no charge with their  
qualify/non-qualify letters. Additional score requests after the initial letters are mailed are 
$15* each.  
 
* For those who pay the test score fee, a $15 credit toward their first dues payment will be 
applied.  

 

That’s So Punny! 
What did the fish say when he hit a concrete wall?  “Damn.” 
 
What do Eskimos get from sitting on ice too long? “ Polaroids.” 
 
What do you call Santa’s helpers? “Subordinate clauses.” 
 
What’s the difference between roast beef and pea soup? “Anyone can roast beef.” 
 
What do you call four bull fighters in quicksand? “Quatro sinko.” 
 
What lies at the bottom of the ocean and twitches? “A nervous wreck.” 
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One of the Classic 
Preparations of  
Southern Italy –  
Eggplant Parmesan  
First published in the Yakima Examiner 
on May 25, 2010 by Kara L. Kraemer, Yakima Healthy Foods Exam-
iner. Should you wish to contribute to Kara’s column with unique 
family recipes she can be reached at KatherinelKraemer@gmail.com 

Eggplants are actually fruits, and they are 
classified botanically as berries.  According to 
the Naches and Yakima Valley Produce Har-
vest Schedule, the best time to buy their fresh-
picked eggplant is August-September. Eight-
eenth-century Chef Vincenzo Corrado men-
tions in his 1786 book that eggplant can be 
cooked alla Parmegiana, meaning the egg-
plant was seasoned with butter, herbs, cinna-
mon, other spices, and parmigiano cheese and 
then covered with a cream sauce made with 
egg yolks before being oven-baked.  
 
Following is a recipe for the classic dish, Eggplant Parmesan. 
1 large eggplant 
3 eggs, beaten 
1 C packaged dried bread crumbs 
3/4 C olive oil 
1/2 C grated Parmesan cheese 
2 t dried oregano 
1/2 lb sliced Mozzarella cheese 
3 8-oz cans tomato sauce  
Preheat oven at 350 degrees. Pare eggplant; 
cut into 1/4" thick slices. 
Dip each slice first into eggs, then into 
crumbs. Saute in hot oil until golden brown on 
both sides. Place layer of eggplant in 2-quart 
casserole; sprinkle with some of Parmesan, 
oregano, and Mozzarella; then cover well with 
some of tomato sauce. Repeat until all egg-
plant is used, topping last layer of sauce with 
several slices of Mozzarella. Bake, uncovered 
until sauce is bubbly and cheese is melted, 
about 1/2 hour. 

 
Research 
There has been considerable research of egg-
plant in regard to an anthrocyanin flavonoid 
called nasunin. It is known to be an antioxidant 
and free-radical scavenger. Eggplant may also 
help to lower cholesterol levels due not only to 
nasunin but to other phytochemicals in egg-
plant known as terpenes. 
 
Below is from a novelty song about Eggplant, Michael Franks, 
The Art of Tea: 
Whenever I explore the land of Yen 
I always take one on the chin 
And now this lioness has almost made me 
tame. 
I can't pronounce her name but Eggplant is her 
game.  
 

G
ot Tickets? 

G
o to http://w

w
w

.us.m
ensa.org and 

click on “A
nnual G

athering” 
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Roadside Drug Testing 

 

By Tim Dees 
So a cop pulls over a 1995 POS because 
the driver can’t decide which lane he 
wants to use, and he’s not drunk. His eyes look 
downright weird, and he’s definitely buzzed, and 
there’s not a drug recognition expert handy. 
There may be some technology in the pipeline to 
make an officer’s life a little easier.  

Two devices under development may make pre-
sumptive drug influence testing as easy as alco-
hol influence testing is with a preliminary breath 
tester. They rely on different techniques, and you 
won’t be seeing them by Christmas, but hey, dare 
to dream, okay? 

The technology developed by the University of 
East Anglia in the UK is from a spin-off company 
called Intelligent Fingerprinting. It analyzes per-
spiration contained in a latent fingerprint for me-
tabolites of cannabis, cocaine and opiates. A me-
tabolite is a substance created when a drug is 
broken down, or metabolized, in the body. The 
developers believe it can be adapted to recognize 
other drugs, such as methamphetamine and 
MDMA (ecstasy).  

The science behind the detection involves coating 
the fingerprint in a microfluidic solution of anti-
body-covered particles. When the antibodies com-
bine with the drug or drug metabolites, the solu-
tion changes color. A second antibody fluoresces, 
making it possible to detect very low levels of 
drugs or metabolites. Antibodies are particles 
that remain dormant until they come into contact 
with the substances to which they are sensitive, 
then becoming active.  

Intelligent Fingerprinting is already using the 
technology as an alternative to urinalysis for 
drug use. The company believes they can produce 
a handheld device within six months.  

Nanoparticles and microbeads 
The other device under development will come 
from Philips, and uses a different technology de-
veloped by the U.S. Navy (your tax dollars at 
work). The Naval Research Laboratory in Wash-
ington, DC developed magnetic nanoparticles, 

called microbeads that would bind to bio-
logical warfare agents like anthrax and 
ricin. Then, giant magnetoresistant (GMR) 
sensors like those in a computer hard drive 
scan for the microbeads. Philips expanded 
on this research to use an optical (as op-
posed to a magnetic) sensor that works on 
an odd-sounding process called frustrated 
total internal reflection, or FTIR. Philips 
has a lot of experience making optical sen-
sors, since they produced some of the first 
CD drives. Philips is calling the new bio-
sensor technology Magnotech.  

With Philips’ device, an officer would have 
a suspected drug user place a test swab or 
strip in his mouth to collect some saliva. 
The sample would go into a cartridge for 
insertion into the handheld analyzer. In 
less than 90 seconds, a display would show 
whether cocaine, cannabis, amphetamine 
or methamphetamine was present in the 
sample.  

Sensitivity of the test is at the level of 
parts per billion, using a single microliter 
(one one-millionth liter) of saliva. Tests for 
other substances, such as cardiac enzymes 
present after a heart attack, have been re-
liable at levels 1000 times lower than those 
for drugs of abuse.  

How much will these cost? At first, they’ll 
probably be prohibitively expensive for 
most agencies, and there will have to be 
field testing and the usual court challenges 
where the defense bar will attempt to have 
them labeled as voodoo. But if the science 
works as expected, these will be prime can-
didates for funding with traffic safety 
grants, and the street cop will have anoth-
er tool for getting impaired drivers off the 
road.  

Tim Dees is a retired police officer and 
the former editor of two major law en-
forcement websites who writes and con-
sults on technology applications in crimi-
nal justice. He can be reached at 
tim@timdees.com.  



B&W PrismaPixels 

P A G E  6  

 
1) Here is a schema c plan of an 
orchard (see pic), with the green cir‐
cles represen ng trees.  Can you di‐
vide the orchard into four parts, such 
that each part is the same size and 
same shape, and has the same num‐
ber of trees? 
 
2) Let’s suppose that a couple has 
four children.  All four of the children 
could be the same sex, there could be 
three of one sex and one of another, 
or the sexes could be balanced two 
and two.  Which possibility is most 
likely? 
 
3) Can you make the following equa‐
on correct by moving just one digit?    

62 ‐ 63 = 1 
 
Collected by Rod Savard 

November Answers 
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1 1 4                               
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  3 1                               

1) Mary has two children. One is a daughter. 
What’s the probability that her other child is 
also a daughter? 
There are four possible ways to have two chil-
dren: 
a) daughter – daughter 
b) daughter – son 
c) son – daughter 

d) son – son 
We can eliminate the last option 
since we know one child is a 
daughter.  That means the proba-
bility that the other child is also a 
daughter is 1 in 3 (33.33%) 
2) How can you divide this piece 

of land into four equally shaped pieces? (see 
attached picture) See picture 
3) What rule has been used to create the follow-
ing number sequence? 
8 5 4 9 1 7 6 3 2 0 
Numbers are in alphabetical order (written in 
English) 
 

It’s Logical 

Take a look at the grid below
  You'll see num

ber clues above and to the le
, w

hich w
ill help you 

solve the puzzle, resul
ng in a recognizable picture.  Each num

ber tells you how
 m

any adjacent 
squares to color in that row

 or colum
n.  In a row

 w
ith the num

bers "6 and 2", you w
ill color a block 

of 6 squares follow
ed by a block of 2 squares.  There m

ust be at least one em
pty square betw

een 
each colored‐in block, w

hich you can indicate w
ith a dot or an X.  Be careful about assum

p
ons; 

only color a square or m
ark it w

ith an X w
hen you're absolutely sure.  G

ood luck!  
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