
After much begging, borrowing, and blackmail I am 

happy to offer to you a newsletter with substantially 

more quantity than those in the recent past. When 

I was first given the job as your newsletter editor I 

was basically given a blank slate with the directions, 

“As long as it has the upcoming calendar and list of 

officers, you can do whatever you want.” What I 

wanted was a member-written newsletter that had 

contents that was valid to its membership, with a 

bit of tongue in cheek humor just to add texture. 

For those of you that contributed to this month’s 

letter, thank you. For those of you that haven’t, but 

think you might want to, I welcome you to do so.  

It doesn’t matter if it’s a compiled list of bad jokes 

or details about a project that you’re working on. 

The more variety the better.  

Have a good couple months, and I hope to hear 

from you soon.                                              

Nancy R McClenahen, Chinook Editor: 

We’re Getting There 

Recap of Recent Events 
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Upcoming 

Events: 

 

Dinner– Every 4th 

Saturday of the 

month @ 6:00 

 

January 2011: Old 

Country Buffet, 873 N 

Columbia Center 

Blvd, Kennewick 

February 2011: Casa 

Mia, 2541 W Kenne-

wick Ave, Kennewick 

March 2011: Ava-

lanche Restaurant, 

1340 Jadwin Ave, 

Richland 

Movie Night– Every  

3rd Saturday of the 

month @ 6:00 

Contact Tim Dees at 

tim@timdees.com 

 

Brunch-  Every 1st 

Saturday of the 

month in Ellensburg 

@ 11 a.m. 

Palace Cafe 323 N 

Main Street 

 

New Webmaster: Jessica Howard has been 

recently brought on board as our new Web-

master. She’s already been hard at work so 

check out the chapter’s recently renovated 

site. The Webmaster position is now a paid 

position, just as the newsletter editor’s is. 

Payment comes in the covering of annual dues 

for the editor/webmaster. 

 

AG Bound: The chapter officers have approved 

a motion to subsidize ticket prices to the 2011 

AG in Portland. Reimbursement will be de-

pendant upon proof of attendance, and the 

amount will be dependent number of partici-

pants. The amount to be divided is currently 

set at $1K and will come from chapter sav-

ings, which is currently at ~$8K. 

 

National Testing Day: This last month our 

three proctors tested 4 people total. We look 

forward to seeing some new faces in the 

group. 

Brenda's Huckleberry-Rhubarb 

Pie     by Katherine L. Kraemer 

First published June 1st, 2010 for “The Yakima 

Healthy Foods Examiner” 

Pie! Huckleberries are black/blue or red/black. 

Red/black variety is also called southern cranberry. 

Huckleberries are a part of Ericaceae family.  They are 

found in the Pacific Northwest, are very similar to 

blueberries, and usually ripen in mid summer.  Rich in 

antioxidants and other compounds, they are useful in 

preventing urinary tract infections and help in certain 

diseases such as Alzheimer's’. 

100 g of huckleberries provides 37 calories, .40 grams 

of protein, .10 grams of fat, 8.70 grams of carbohy-

drate, 79 IU of vitamin A, 2.80 mg of vitamin C, and 15 

mg of calcium. 

Following is a recipe for Brenda's Huckleberry-

Rhubarb Pie: 

3 C huckleberries (fresh or frozen) 

1-1/2 C rhubarb 

1/2 C applesauce w/cinnamon 

1/2 C cornstarch (add a bit of water if huckleberries 

are fresh, not frozen) 

1/4 t nutmeg 

1/4 t cloves 

1/4 t vanilla 

1/4 t rum 

dash lemon juice 

Mix ingredients together, simmer on the stove until 

thickened. Place mixture into a double pie crust. 

Sprinkle sugar on top of pie. Place on cookie sheet or, 

preferably, a pizza pan with holes in it and then place 

foil on top of the pizza pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 

about 20 minutes. Turn off heat and let set in oven for  

5 to 10 minutes more. Remove from oven. Let cool.  This 

other Huckleberry Pie recipe is found in the 1906 cook-

book, The Inglenook Cookbook by The Sisters of the 

Brethren:  Take the amount of huckleberries desired for 

1 pie, add 1 tablespoonful of vinegar, 2 tablespoonfuls of 

granulated sugar, and 1 tablespoonful of flour; bake 

between 2 crusts. Sister Hattie Kline, Augusta, W. Va.  
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 Education is a powerful instrument for 

social change. Education provides the tools that 

citizens can use to increase one’s ability to earn a 

living through the use of his or her mind rather 

than through the fruits of physical labor. 

“Without education, children today are essen-

tially doomed. People who are in the front lines 

of the war on poverty invariably say the same 

thing: more than ever before, to survive and 

thrive in today’s economy, you have to have an 

education” (Canada, 2008, p. 128). Canada goes 

on to argue that a poorly educated society has 

about the same chances for success as a poorly 

educated child.  

 High quality education needs to be ac-

cessible to everyone if the United States is to 

remain a first-rate country. Harris and Robinson 

(2005) purported that simultaneously increasing 

the achievement levels of ethnic minorities and 

Caucasian students could close the achievement 

gap between them and essentially reduce racial 

inequality in the attainment levels of education 

and earnings. Reducing the achievement gap 

could indirectly reduce crime, health issues, and 

family dysfunction among lower income indi-

viduals and ethnic minorities. 

 Despite the heightened awareness of a 

need for equitable education, inequities persist. 

For example, Ziegler and Finn-Stevenson (2007) 

found that 78% of mothers with children ages 6 

to 13 are in the labor force. Homes where parents 

nurture their children and provide stimulating 

activities such as learning their numbers and 

reading before age 3 have been shown to set 

young children on a trajectory of academic 

achievement throughout their school years. Har-

vey (1999) determined from an analysis of the 

National Longitudinal Study of Youth that the 

emotional functioning of children might be af-

fected by the parent’s employment and income. 

The study found that children from low-income 

homes and whose parents worked more hours 

scored lower on cognitive tests than children 

from higher income households where the par-

ents worked more hours.  

The National Longitudinal Study of Youth is 

a survey of an estimated 12,600 African American, 

Hispanic, and economically disadvantaged White fe-

males who have been surveyed annually since 1979 

when they were 14 to 22 years of age. In 1986, 1988, 

1990, 1992, and 1994, the survey included assess-

ments of the participants’ children born after 1980 

(disadvantaged White females were no longer sur-

veyed after 1990 due to financial reasons). The study 

findings indicated that a lack of quality interactions 

between parents and their young children might affect 

the emotional ability of children and might result in a 

gap in learning that increases with time.  

 Schools that overcome insurmountable obsta-
cles to ensure that every student has the opportunity to 
succeed have (a) strong leadership, (b) a professional 
development program aligned to the needs of the stu-
dents, (c) ongoing curriculum development, and (d) an 
organizational structure conducive to sustaining pro-
fessional development and curriculum development 
(McGee, 2004). However, policies that emphasize 
improving the quality of the teaching practice in the 
classrooms will do more to close the achievement gap 
for students who are prone to failure or who are more 
educationally at risk than just about any other reform 

effort (Darling-Hammond, 2008).  

 

The Public School Science and  

Mathematics Agenda 

The development of the public school agenda coin-

cides with the cultural shift of the times. In the 1950s, 

the Soviet Union and the United States were em-

broiled in a cold war. The launching of Sputnik in 

1957 amplified the public concern that a hostile nation 

was on the verge of controlling space. The United 

States was informed by the media that the inability to 

beat the Soviets in the launch of the first spaceship 

was due to the poorly performing schools in the 

United States (Rutherford, 2005).  

In the 1970s, the National Science Founda-

tion funded three studies to determine the status of 

mathematics and science education in the United 

States. The studies showed that elementary school 

enrollments in science classes were beginning to de-

cline, science instruction was inadequate and hands-on 

innovative science instruction was limited to about 

10% of the school-age population. The studies also 

reported that the perceived barriers to effective science 

teaching had not changed since 1957, and over 50% of 

the students did not take science classes after Grade 10 

(Helgeson, 1977). In the 1980s, U.S. President Ronald 
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Historical Perspectives on 

the Effort to Educate Every-

one in the United States 

by Jose Vidot 

Reducing the 

achievement 

gap could indi-

rectly reduce 

crime... 
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Reagan appointed a committee to determine the prob-

lem with education and to provide recommendations 

for action. The emphasis on determining the best 

course of action for improving education led to a re-

port published by the U.S. Department of Education 

called A Nation at Risk: An Imperative for Education 

Reform. The report sounded the alarm by stating “the 

educational foundations of our society are presently 

being eroded by a rising tide of mediocrity that threat-

ens our very future as a Nation and a people.” 

(Rutherford, 2005, p. 368).  

 In the 1990s, following the dismal report 

from the Third International Mathematics and Science 

Study (TIMSS), the 50 governors of the states came 

together with U.S. President Clinton to voice a com-

mitment to reform efforts that would help the United 

States be the best in mathematics and science. In a 

study conducted by the National Council of Education 

Statistics, the results of the Program for International 

Student Assessment (PISA) of ninth graders and the 

Trends in International Mathematics and Science 

Study (TIMSS) were analyzed (United States Depart-

ment of Education, 2007). The results confirmed that 

fourth and eighth graders in the United States seri-

ously lagged in mathematics at the international level. 

Studies conducted on the PISA and the TIMSS results 

provided data on the content knowledge and mathe-

matical rigor capabilities of fourth-, eighth-, and 

ninth-grade students in the United States relative to 

the students in the participating Organization for Eco-

nomic Cooperation and Development countries. The 

report on the results of the 2003 PISA found that 

“U.S. students demonstrated lower mathematical liter-

acy than their peers in 20 of the other 28 OECD coun-

tries and 3 of the 10 non-OECD countries” (U.S. De-

partment of Education National Center for Education 

Statistics, 2004, p. 13).  

In 2008, the U.S. President George W. Bush 
appointed the National Mathematics Advisory Panel 
(NMAP) to determine how the United States can en-
hance the mathematics readiness of the average citi-
zen. According to the NMAP, the United States will 
experience enormous stress in sustaining a high-
quality workforce equipped with the engineering, 
mathematics, and science skills required to keep pace 
with the technological innovations of the 21st century 
(U.S. Department of Education, 2008). The NMAP 
reported that the failure of the American education 
system to ensure that more students are prepared for a 
technical workforce places the economic viability and 
security of the United States at risk (NMAP, 2008). 

This analysis raised questions about what schools 
can do to ensure that all students are prepared for a 
technologically advancing society. Ensuring that 
at-risk students meet or surpass the standards that 
provide them access to the same opportunities as 
their more affluent or linguistically able contempo-

raries is an ongoing challenge.  
 

Education and Social Justice 

Education in its broadest sense should link to the 
voices of dissatisfaction and to the struggles 
against the interactions of dominance and subordi-
nation in all of their experienced intricacies 
(Apple, 2008). Apple contended that “conservative 
modernization has involved a vast, and partly suc-
cessful, social/pedagogic project of changing com-
mon sense, a project in which race plays a consti-
tutive part.” (p. 332). Educators on a quest for so-
cial change and justice should not ignore the inno-
vative capacity of the conservative right and begin 
to look at the possibilities that can be achieved 

through education.  

The American Progress Institute reported 

that Secretary of Education Arne Duncan spear-

headed the call for more college enrollment data as 

part of the 2008 Higher Education Opportunity 

Act. This effort is in line with the $250 million 

funding via the 2009 Recovery Act for states to 

improve their longitudinal educational data sys-

tems. These actions by the federal government 

mark a paradigm shift in how policymakers gauge 

success. High school success will now be tied to a 

graduates’ postsecondary performance. These are 

positive signs of an improved education system on 

the horizon. Unfortunately, the achievement gap 

between affluent students and less affluent and 

minority students continues to widen.  

 One response to the educational gap was 

the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secon-

dary Education Act (ESEA) in 2001. Within the 

reauthorized bill, Title I stipulates that all children 

should have a fair, equal, and significant opportu-

nity to obtain a high-quality education. Under this 

law, students should be provided with the opportu-

nities to demonstrate minimum proficiency on 

challenging state academic assessments and state 

academic achievement standards. This objec-

tive might be accomplished by narrowing the 

achievement gap between low- and high-

performing children, particularly the achieve-

ment gaps between minority and nonminority 
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students and between disadvantaged children and their 

more advantaged peers. 

 The National Council of Teachers of Mathe-

matics (NCTM) posited that a just democratic and 

economic system cannot function when there are in-

sufficient people with the mathematical skills and 

knowledge to fill crucial political, scientific and eco-

nomic roles. Title III of ESEA stipulates that language 

instruction must be provided for all students with lim-

ited English proficiency. The funding levels supported 

by the ESEA coincided with the needs of the targeted 

student population. The total funding authorized for 

Washington State under the ESEA in 2010 was $376 

million (U.S. Department of Education, 2010). This 

amount represents almost one sixth of the entire 

Washington State budget earmarked for K-12 educa-

tion. The national funding for ESEA has risen from 

$1.15 billion dollars in 1966 to just over $24.96 billion 

dollars in 2010. The consequence for schools where 

students fail to achieve is the loss of federal funding 

for failing to close the achievement gap.  

In addition, the Obama administration has 

authorized $4.3 billion for a Race to the Top initiative. 

The initiative stipulates that states could apply for a 

part of these funds if they remove their caps on charter 

schools, raise standards, provide measurable ways to 

gauge academic progress, replace teachers whose stu-

dents continue to fail, and can show unanimous sup-

port from the majority of the school districts in the 

state. According to Ravitch (2010), the price for extra 

funding in fiscally challenging times might be too high 

if public education is placed in jeopardy. The shift in 

education policy indicates that a business model of 

competition between teachers and schools can produce 

better results than the existing model of collaboration. 
References for this article are available upon request.  

Jose Vidot is an adjunct professor of mathematics at Columbia 

Basin College and has 25 years experience in education including 

teacher, school principal, and college administrator. 

 

 

 

 

If you log in to any kind of computer 

system you probably use one or more pass-

words to do it. If you use multiple systems, you 

should have multiple passwords. Trouble is, 

most people use the same one over and over, or 

some variation of a basic password.  

It’s very easy to become complacent 

about computer security, because like any 

other kind of security, it’s a pain in the 

butt. Locking your house and car doors, 

securing your firearms, and devising a sys-

tem to remember a different password for 

every computer system and web site you 

visit is a lot of trouble, and you can get 

away with not doing it for a long time be-

fore anything bad happens. But you’re go-

ing to feel silly when you’re victimized 

when the remedy was something so simple.  

A recent survey from internet secu-

rity firm Webroot found the three most 

commonly-used online sites that required 

passwords were banks, e-mail accounts, 

and Facebook. Most people have informa-

tion on these sites they regard as sensitive, 

if not critical. Yet, 40% of users share pass-

words with others, and almost that many 

use the same password for multiple sites. 

Think about it—are your passwords a de-

rivative of some piece of information some-

one who knew you could guess, or that 

someone could find on an online resource or 

social information site?  

Many people make guessing their 

password even easier by using something 

generic like “123456,” “abcd,” “password,” 

“iloveyou,” or any sequence of keys adjacent 

to one another on the keyboard. You would 

never do that, right? 

Beating your password 

Most online security breaches in-

volving passwords stem from “brute force” 

approaches where a program is created to 

try words from a dictionary list. If the pass-

word is a common name or a word or com-

bination of words found in a dictionary. It 

doesn’t take much time to “guess” the right 

one. If the interloper has some information 

about you, he can use other password-

guesser programs to try variations of your 

name, the names of your spouse, children 

and pets, significant dates (birthdays, anni-

versaries), addresses, phone numbers, and 

other minutiae of life.  

 

 

Historical Perspectives: Cont. 

Can I Guess Your Password? 
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Once the intruder succeeds in deriving 

a password, he starts trying that password or 

variations on it for other web sites you may 

visit. If you use the same clever password over 

and over again, he’s got you. If you shared that 

password with someone else, your security is 

the weaker of the two (or more) of you com-

bined.  

Once someone gains access to your 

online accounts, they can monitor what you’re 

doing, make whatever changes they like, or 

change the password and lock you out. If they 

do that, they’re free to abuse your account to 

their heart’s content. You can get in touch 

with the account provider, of course, and have 

the account closed down. Give the Facebook or 

Hotmail people a ring and let me know how 

that works out for you.  

There are steps you can take to protect 

yourself, and they’re not much different from 

what you’ve heard before: The longer the pass-

word, the more secure it is. Six characters 

should be the minimum; eight or ten is better. 

If the system permits it, use a combination of 

upper and lowercase letters, numbers, and 

punctuation characters.  If you need a memory 

aid, use a key phrase. “Truth, justice and the 

American Way” could remind you to use 

“tJ&tAW” which isn’t going to be in any dic-

tionary. Use a password generator. Search 

online for one—there are lots available. Every 

few months, just for grins and giggles, change 

all your passwords. 

Another solution is to use a password 

management tool, like RoboForm or LastPass. 

The caveat here is that password management 

tools protect all your passwords with a single 

master password. If that one is compromised, 

all the others are, too. These can give you a 

special advantage if you use shared com-

puters, or computers you don’t always have in 

your control. If someone installs a keylogger 

(which can be software or hardware-based) on 

a computer, it will capture every keystroke 

you make. It’s pretty easy to suss out the pass-

words from the stream of text that these pro-

duce. Password management programs usu-

ally have an option to enter the master pass-

word via an onscreen keyboard, where you 

click on each key to enter the password. The 

master password never gets into the keylog-

ger, and every other password is automatically 

entered by the program from that point for-

ward.  
Tim Dees is a retired police officer and the former editor 

of two major law enforcement websites who writes and 

consults on technology applications in criminal justice. He 

can be reached at tim@timdees.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not bribery if you give them a quarter  

It’s called a night without a fight while the toys get 

picked up 

It’s called paying for potty training instead of diapers 

It’s called accountability if they break it then buy it 

 

It’s not being up too early if it’s 3a.m. 

It’s called the only time when the apartment is quiet 

It’s called an uninterrupted cup of coffee 

It’s called getting your homework done before going 

to work 

 

It’s not a tiny apartment if there are only two rooms 

It’s called a beautiful start-over palace 

It’s called a shrine to the creative use of space 

It’s called quality time with your two little ones 

 

It’s not being over extended if you’re only static 

when you’re sleep 

It’s called a few more dollars earned 

It’s called cleaning up another mess 

It’s called a head start on making holiday presents 

 

One more day 

One more step forward 

The wheel keeps turning and turning 

 

Song of the Single Mother 

by Nancy McClenahen 
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Take a look at the grid above.  You'll see number clues above and to the 

left, which will help you solve the puzzle, resulting in a recognizable pic-

ture.  Each number tells you how many adjacent squares to color in that 

row or column.  In a row with the numbers "6 and 2", you will color a 

block of 6 squares followed by a block of 2 squares.  There must be at 

least one empty square between each colored-in block, which you can 

indicate with a dot or an X.  Be careful about assumptions; only color a 

square or mark it with an X when you're absolutely sure.  Good luck! 

Created by Ann Mosconi , Ohio Mensan, www.BigFlygames.com 

 

 

1)      How can you divide this piece of land into four 

equally shaped pieces? (see attached picture) 

2)      Mary has two children. One is a daughter. 

What’s the probability that her other child is also a 

daughter? 

3)      What rule has been used to create the follow-

ing number sequence?     8 5 4 9 1 7 6 3 2 0 

Collected by Rod Savard, answers in next Newsletter 

Moon Walkers 

Armstrong    Aldrin      Borman      Conrad    Bean 

Shephard     Mitchell    Swigart      Scott        Irwin 

Young       Duke         Cernan       Schmitt     
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