
You too can have a snobby e-mail address! 

We’re back! Okay, we never 

really left, but you’ll be hear-

ing from us more in the fu-

ture. Since it’s been so long 

since a newsletter has gone 

out, I thought it best that we 

show up in your snail-mail 

box before we showed up in 

your e-mail box. In the fu-

ture we’ll be back to the elec-

tronic form, so please be on 

the look out. 

As an introduction; My name 

is Nancy McClenahen and 

I’ve been a member of our 

local chapter for about eight 

years. I now have the honor 

of becoming the new editor 

for the Columbia River 

Mensa newsletter. (In other 

words, no one else wanted 

the job.) In its new incarna-

tion it will have the usual 

dates to remember and any 

national news that we think 

might strike your fancy. Oc-

casionally I may have some 

blank space I need to fill 

with random junk. I have no 

idea what I’m going to put 

there, but in the event that 

you find some of it offensive, 

I look forward to meeting 

you at our next get together 

where we can talk about it at 

length. With any luck I’ll 

offend/intrigue enough peo-

ple that I won’t be the 

youngest person in the room 

by about two decades like 

usual. (No offense to our 

usual gang, one of which I 

am dating.) It’s only fair to 

warn you that my current 

interests include cognitive 

psychology and memorizing 

all 24 songs from the Lady 

Gaga deluxe album. Thanks 

to my four year old I can also 

converse at length about 

poop. 

One thing that I would like 

to stress is that we do have 

several gatherings a month 

and it’s always nice to see 

new faces. Many Mensans 

join for the bragging rights 

and never participate beyond 

leafing through the Bulletin. 

Others are active in online 

forums, but don’t do much 

else. (Been there, still do that 

sometimes.) Whatever your 

reasons, whatever your inter-

ests, we’d love to meet you. 

People ask me what we talk 

about when the Nerd Herd 

gets together. I answer them 

with a very specific, “Stuff.”  

Frankly it usually sounds 

like a bad joke. “A retired 

cop, an engineer, and a 

teacher walk into a bar…..” 

You should show up to be 

part of the punch line. 

 

 

If you would 

like to contrib-

ute to the 

newsletter, e-

mail me at: 

ntincher@hotmail.com 

The reaction one normally 

gets when they tell someone 

they are in Mensa (those 

that openly admit it in the 

first place) usually fall in one 

of three categories:  

1. You think you’re smart 

huh? Well can you…….? 

2. I think my mother had 

that once, but then she 

started hormone therapy. 

3. My cousin/friend/

coworker/uncle’s cousin 

was a member of that, I 

think. 

For you open admitters out 

there, Mensa International 

now allows you to have your 

very own e-mail address in 

the following format: 

“firstname.lastname.US@me

mber.mensa.org”.  

Check out www.mensa.org 

to find out how while also 

taking a tour of the newly 

renovated website, which is 

apparently run only by Men-

sans. (Good thing consider-

ing how many cognitively 

delayed computer program-

mers I know.) 

Changing of the Guard 

      

Sperm Whale 7800g 

Elephant 6000 

Bottle-Nosed Dolphin 1500 

Human Adult  1300-
1400 

Human Baby 350-400 

Chimpanzee 420 

Dog 72 

Cat 30 

Squirrel 22 

Owl (not our mascot) 2.2 

Turtle .3 

Green Lizard .08 

Random Junk: 
Animal Brain Weights  
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Breakfast Lunch 

Brunch 

Every first Saturday at 11am 

you can pull up a cup of coffee 

and a bowl of melon as you sit 

and visit with the melons of fel-

low Mensa members. (Try saying 

that three times fast, I dare ya.) 

It is held at the Palace Café at 

323 N Main St, Ellensburg. It 

is hosted by the Eastern Cas-

cade area coordinators George 

and Alix.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaaaand, action! 

The second Saturday night 

(around 6 o’clock) of the month 

is movie night at Tim Dees’ 

house. This is a very casual af-

fair with comfy furniture, bags 

of weird chips and other munch-

ies, and a huge TV with all sorts 

of electronic wonders and kickin’ 

speakers. The movie is picked by 

whomever shows up and has 

ranged from Monty Python to 

the newest Star Trek. There are 

also two dogs that are basically 

just overgrown housecats. For 

directions contact Tim at 

tim@timdees.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Night Owls 

When 6:00 p.m. on the fourth 

Saturday rolls around it’s proba-

bly right about when pay day 

also rolls around too. What better 

way to say hello and good bye to 

your monetary gains than by tak-

ing yourself out to eat? Here’s 

our upcoming dinner schedule. 

• June 26: Inca Mexican 

Restaurant– 1813 Leslie Rd, 

Richland (NW corner of Gage 

and Leslie) 

• July 24: Hale’s Restau-

rant– 174 E. Main St, Her-

miston (This is my neck of the 

woods and I promise the food 

is worth the drive.) 

Ask for the Mensa table and feel 

free to bring any Mensa pros-

pects with you. Perhaps when 

they see how cool we are they’ll 

want to sign up (or dig out their 

ears with silverware, either way 

it will be entertaining.) See ya 

there!  

Upcoming Events  

Random Junk: What the Heck is 

That? (answer in July’s Wind) 

Nerd Outreach  

Tim and I were at Yoke’s loading 

up on dinner fixings when some-

thing passed us in the bakery 

section that caused me to freeze 

in my tracks. Tim saw it too and 

he whispered down to me, “Nerd 

Herd.” He was almost right. It 

wasn’t just a Nerd Herd, it was 

Intellectus Humus Larva, the 

adolescent form of the Nerd 

Herd. Seeing this fragile group  

load up on energy drinks, Hot 

Pockets, and beef jerky, I could 

smell the adrenaline run com-

puter fest that was to follow. 

They sashayed out of the store in 

their comic book hero t-shirts, 

heads together, oblivious to their 

surroundings. As they left I 

couldn’t help but call out, “Wait! 

Mensa is testing on the 29th! 

Look us up!”  They were so 

young, and have such a long 

journey ahead.  

If you know any Mensa larva 

that you want to bring forward, 

we will be testing on May 29th 

at the Kennewick branch of 

the Mid-Columbia Library at 

1620 S. Union St. in Kenne-

wick. Mensa larva come in all 

shapes and sizes, ages and pro-

fessions. Some are closet nerds, 

and some are so nerdy you can 

recognize them from across a 

crowded donut gallery. Help 

them come forward to embrace 

their inner egghead. We are 

here, and we care. 

Interested parties can contact 

Tim Dees (tim@timdees.com) for 

more information. It’s never too 

late. 



Western Oregon Mensa 

I am an Oregon Mensa expatri-

ate. When I joined eight years 

ago I resided full-time in Her-

miston. From what I could tell I 

was the only member on that 

side of the river and so, being 

unable to drive three hours to 

have coffee with what would 

have been my official chapter, I 

started hanging with the East-

ern WA crew, and later officially 

changed my chapter affiliation 

with National.  If any of you are 

lucky to be traveling to what 

would have been my homeland, 

go to: 

“http://www.oregon.us.mens

a.org” to view their calendar of 

events. They also have a fairly 

interesting classification system 

for their events that’s worth 

looking at, my favorite being 

WBC for “Well Behaved Chil-

dren.”  

Cont.  

Migration Patterns 

June 30th-July 5th will be 

American Mensa’s national 

gathering in Dearborn, Michi-

gan. Go for the week, or just 

stay for a day. Registration can 

be done at 

“http://www.ag2010.us.mensa.or

g”. Full registration fees are 

$100 by June 15th, or $110 af-

ter. Day rates are $40 per calen-

dar day.  

Western WA Mensa 

If you’re heading West any time 

soon you should check out what 

the neighbors are doing. 

“http://menasw.org/mensaw.ht

m” is the website for Mensa of 

Western WA. They have several 

upcoming events that might be of 

interest including: 

• Sunday at 2:00pm Women’s 

Bathroom SIG: Adult women 

only (bring chocolate). Place 

has yet to be determined, so 

check the website if inter-

ested. 

• Wednesday at 12:00 noon is 

the Grand Central Bakery 

Lunch Brunch. Location is 

the bakery at 214 First Ave-

nue S., in Seattle. 

There were several other items 

listed on the site, so by all means 

check them out if you plan to be 

in the neighborhood. 

Gelotology 

Poem: 

Two wee mice of the self same ilk, 

Both fell in a bowl of milk. 

I’m droont! one mouse did say to the utter, 

But the utter one kicked till he stood on butter. 

Pun: 

Two atoms are walking down the street and  

they run into each other. One says to the other,  

“Are you all right?”    

“No I lost an electron!”      

“Are you sure?”      

“Yes, I’m positive!” 

Tales From the Crib: 

4 year old: “Mama, Liam hit me!” 

Mama: “Liam, what do you say?” 

2 year old: “You’re welcome?” 

 

Love is: Standing on the top of a bunk bed with a 

broom trying to kill the spider on your vaulted ceiling 

so that your pre-schooler can take a nap. 

 

Special needs parenthood is: Proudly showing your 

boyfriend the perfect handprint your son made…. in 

poop…... on his pillowcase. 

Made ya look! 



        Local OfficersLocal OfficersLocal OfficersLocal Officers    

Local Secretary    

 Mark Mitchell  

 509-786-1016 locsec@crm.us.mensa.org 

Assistant Local Secretary 

 Jim Williams  

 509-727-0357 

Treasurer 

 Tim Dees  

 509-396-9246 treasurer@crm.us.mensa.org 

Business Section 

Now recruiting:  

Ombudsman for local Mensa chapter. The job includes 

work acting as an intermediary between individual mem-

bers and the organization with an eye towards mediating 

disagreements. Individual must be willing to be apolitical, 

impartial, honorable, patient, and steadfast in their deci-

sions. This person must also have communications skills 

that are enough that they are understood clearly by oth-

ers.  

Interested parties please contact Mark Mitchell 

locsec@crm.us.mensa.org 

 

Random Junk or Pertinent Information for the Chi-

nook Newsletter. Share stories, jokes, issues, or whatever. 

Contact the editor at: ntincher@hotmail.com 

Want Ads  

Treasurer’s Report 

Opening balance, April 1, 2009 $7723.33 

  Checking $5202.24   

  Certificate of deposit $2521.09   

Revenues 

  Dues and Testing from American Mensa $1079.87 

  Investment Interest $59.69 

Expenses 

  Newsletter and officer election -$108.70 

  Testing -$313.62 

End balance, March 31, 2010 $8440.57 

  Checking $5859.79   

  Certificate of deposit $2580.78   

Anyone interested in the full report, please contact the Treasurer, Tim Dees. 

Random Junk: Website Review 
If you want to want the opportunity to view Ameri-

can ingenuity at its finest, look to 

“www.peopleofwalmart.com”.  Founded in Arkansas 

in 1967, Walmart has grown to be one of the largest 

corporations in the world by using the philosophy of 

low prices and easy access to rise to the top. Its cus-

tomers exhibit these same characteristics and the 

finest among them can be viewed on any of the 

site’s 302 pages. 

WARNING: This site should not be viewed at work or 

any place where small children or people with work-

ing eyesight are present. 

Random Junk: Comics 
Donald Duck comics were banned in Finland because he doesn’t 

wear pants. 

Random Junk: Quotes 
I know that you believe you understand what you think I said, but 

I’m not sure that you realize that what you heard is not what I 

meant.  


