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2010 is upon us and with it is a new newsletter for your enjoyment and information on events and 
other very important announcements.   

If you're thinking you haven't received an issue of the Chinook in a while, you're right. You'll also 
notice that this edition is "no frills" as compared to previous copies.  

Beret Ing, our long-serving and selfless newsletter editor, called it quits back in March due to health 
issues. None of the chapter officers have had time to create a new edition, and Mark's efforts to 
recruit a new newsletter editor have had success.  We have a new newsletter editor!!  

Elections 

As far as I know the Election of officers was a success and the following people were reelected to 
their respective positions. 

Local Secretary (LocSec): Mark Mitchell  
locsec@crm.us.mensa.org 
509-786-1016 

Asst. Local Secretary: Jim Williams 
509-727-0357 

Treasurer: Tim Dees 
treasurer@crm.us.mensa.org 
509-619-0363 

 

Treasurer's Report 
I am sorry that this is an old treasurers report but at the time I sent out this newsletter it was too late 
to put in the current numbers.  This one is pretty easy. We get a monthly stipend from American 
Mensa, based on the number of members affiliating with our chapter, new members, rejoining 
members, and candidates tested. Our only expenditures since I have been treasurer (December 
2007) have been for costs related to candidate testing (room rentals, postage, copying, etc.). Here's 
the breakdown: 

Balance on January 1, 2008 
Testing costs 2008 
Revenues from AML 2008 
Balance on January 1, 2009 
Testing costs 2009 (to date) 
Revenues from AML 2009 (to date) 
Balance on August 1, 2009 

$3630.41 
-$416.97 
$1122.81 
$4336.25 

-$37.00 
$237.98 

$4537.23 
 

The chapter also has a Certificate of Deposit from which no withdrawals have been made in the last 
two years. The present value of the CD is $2510.98.  



 

 

Events 

Columbia River Mensa continues to hold three regular monthly events, all on Saturdays.  

1. First Saturday of the month, 11:00 AM: Brunch, Palace Café, 323 No. Main St. in 
Ellensburg. This event is hosted by Eastern Cascade coordinators George and Alix.  

2. Third Saturday of the month, 6:00 PM: Movie Night at Tim Dees' home, 102 W. 48th Ave. in 
Kennewick. We never know what we're going to watch until everyone gets there, but the 
choices have been historically eclectic. You are welcome to bring a DVD (regular or Blu-
Ray) for consideration, as well as snacks or drinks. Call (509) 619-0363 for directions or 
details, or e-mail to tim@timdees.com. Google Map to the house (and you'll need it—the 
address is hard to find) at http://tinyurl.com/l75za6.  

3. Fourth Saturday of the month, 6:00 PM: dinner at a rotating location. The chapter web site 
at http://www.crm.us.mensa.org will always have the upcoming venues (if you forget the 
URL, just Google "Columbia River Mensa).  
Venues for the upcoming months are as follows: 

 January 23: 
Bella Italia at 7000 W Okanogan Pl, Kennewick 

 February 27: 
Emerald of Siam at 1314 Jadwin Ave, Richland  

 March 27: 
Bella Italia Deli at 502 9th St, Benton City 

All events tend to be attended by the same people each month, and we would really like to meet 
more of you.  

National News 

   

Do you know who won the first Nobel Prize for Physics? 

How about what musical art form originated in Italy about A.D. 1600? 

Or maybe you know what spice is also known as "wild marjoram"? 

CultureQuest XXI is upon us and registration is due on March 31, 2010.  While 
CultureQuest ® might be considered a trivia game or competition, its intent has always been to 
promote and test cultural literacy. From film to politics, from literature to geography and from 
music to history, Mensan teams of up to five members gather in their neighborhoods on a single day 
across the U.S. and Canada and, for 90 minutes, compete for cash prizes and cultural literacy 
bragging rights. I will send a copy of the registration to Mark Mitchell so anyone who may want to 
compete can contact him. 

 

http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=46.223711,-119.214258+(Bella+Italia)&sll=46.224117,-119.215028&sspn=0.005263,0.00869&g=46.223711,-119.214258&ie=UTF8&ll=46.223226,-119.213033&spn=0.021051,0.034761&z=15
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1314+Jadwin+Ave,+Richland,+WA+(Emerald+of+Siam)&sll=46.209448,-119.154196&sspn=0.01966,0.030985&ie=UTF8&ll=46.287707,-119.277406&spn=0.019632,0.030985&z=15&iwloc=addr
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=502+9th+St,+Benton+City,+WA+(Bella+Italian+Deli)&sll=46.270177,-119.270926&sspn=0.021033,0.034761&g=430+George+Washington+Way,+Richland,+WA&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=502+9th+St,+Benton+City,+Benton,+Washington+99320&ll=46.261978,-119.487489&spn=0.021036,0.034761&z=15


 

 

Annual Gathering 2010:  A Groovin' in Motown 

Dearborn, Michigan 
June 30-July 5 

Come celebrate the 50th anniversary of Mensa in North America! The 2010 Annual 
Gathering will be held in the Detroit suburb of Dearborn and will be a joint gathering of 
American Mensa and Mensa Canada. It promises to be something special for all members! 
For more information on this event, visit www.ag.us.mensa.org. 

Suggestions for other events, either one-time or recurring, are welcome. Would you like to host a 
meeting, just to chat and have coffee? Do you have a personal interest you would like to tell others 
about, or do you know a speaker with a topic other members might enjoy? There's very little that is 
off-limits—the governing factor is your willingness to host/organize and the drawing factor to get 
folks to attend. If you have an idea for an event, get in touch with any of the chapter officers so we 
can get the word out for you. 

Newsletter Editor 
Hello, my name is Sidney G Gaertner, and I am the new editor for The Columbia River Mensa 
Newsletter, the Chinook. I live in Ephrata, Washington.  For those of you who are not familiar with 
the location I am located about two hours north of the Tri-Cities. I am married with two beautiful 
children who are two and half and fifteen months old.  I have been a member since October of 
2007. If you have any questions for me please feel free to email me at kingtiger255@hotmail.com. 

http://www.ag.us.mensa.org/

